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Project background
American society in the 1970s is increasingly a subject of historical scholarship, with
numerous general works and focused studies appearing in the past several years. Yet
there has been little in-depth research on the 1970s completed here at the state level
and, more importantly, almost no focused oral history projects or individual interviews –
the Powerline controversy project (housed at the Minnesota Historical Society archives),
and the Reserve Mining case, with seven interviews conducted by the Save Lake
Superior Association and located at the Northeast Minnesota Historical Center, Duluth,
stand as exceptions. This project is an attempt to fill this gap.
Documenting Minnesota is organized around broad 1970s themes of environmentalism,
activism and protest, and focuses initially on two specific topics: Metrodome protests
(1972-79); and statewide activities and programs of the 1976 American Bicentennial,
including the Esthetic Environment Programs (1973-76). Twenty-five focused,
individual oral history interviews were conducted on these topics; these interviews were
transcribed and edited, and are here made available for public access, thus creating a
body of primary source material with potential for present and future use.
Oral history is particularly suited to these project topics. First, it enables the collection,
evaluation, and permanent preservation of the experiences and memories of individual
participants. To learn from our past, to employ history as a decision making tool, we
must assemble the historical record. But perhaps more importantly, emotionally
charged events – such as the Metrodome protests – can produce multiple perspectives,
based very much on individual perception. To appropriately preserve these multiple
perspectives, it is necessary to speak with the participants and allow them to recount
events in their own words.
The topics
Opposition in Minnesota to the funding and construction of professional sports facilities
predates Target Field (2010), or a possible new home for the National Football
League’s Minnesota Vikings. Protest accompanied plans for the Metrodome, the
downtown Minneapolis stadium which opened its doors in 1982 as the home for Major
League Baseball’s Twins and the NFL Vikings – from the first public discussions for a
downtown Minneapolis venue in 1972, through the 1978 approval for a facility by the
Metropolitan Sports Facilities Commission, and into the 1979 legislative session.
Various organizations arose, focused on issues of funding, location, taxation, the
impacts on neighborhoods, and the aesthetics of outdoor sports. Interviews consider

multiple viewpoints of this controversy – from the Twins and Vikings to grassroots
protesters, from political figures to journalists who covered the stories.
Minnesotans had multiple viewpoints of the 1976 American Bicentennial, too, and
celebrated the event in many different ways. But statewide programs and activities to
mark 200 years of the USA began in 1973, with the establishment of the Minnesota
American Revolution Bicentennial Commission (MARBC), a state-funded agency.
Energetic state leadership developed grassroots programs that placed decisions on
programs and activities squarely with local residents – with the result that some
communities planned and built and celebrated and documented, while others did little or
nothing. Interviews focus on two locations that then Lieutenant Governor Rudy Perpich
called ‘Minnesota’s two Model Bicentennial Communities,’ Fertile and Duluth, as well as
on MARBC’s state leadership.
Additionally, a number of Bicentennial interviews look at the Esthetic Environment
Programs (EEP), one of the major related activities in Minnesota of the 1976
Bicentennial. EEP created, and helped to fund, statewide and also local community
projects focused on beautification programs, grassroots preservation initiatives, and
protecting natural resources. This focus on environmental questions fits nicely with the
larger national debate, and federal legislation and public awareness campaigns.
When future generations look back at the 1970s, and ask questions about what life was
like for Minnesotans during that decade, I am pleased that these interviews will be
available as a source for research. For this I thank, above all, the women and men who
took time to be participate in this project.
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Project narrators: Metrodome
Name; positions in mid to late 1970s.
Bell, Jerry. Worked for the Metropolitan Council; one area of responsibility was
questions of downtown stadium financing. Later executive director of the Metropolitan
Sports Facilities Commission, which owns and operate the Metrodome. In 1987,
became president of the Minnesota Twins.
Brandt, Steve. Reporter, Minneapolis Tribune. Covered state government, state
agencies and the Legislature during period of debates on stadium and its financing.
Gage, Kelly. Lawyer, Mankato, and former State senator from Blue Earth County,
1966-72. Appointed member of Metropolitan Sports Facilities Commission that made
the 1978 decision for a domed, downtown stadium.
Gornick, Ronald. Business owner, Chisholm. Appointed member of Metropolitan
Sports Facilities Commission that made the 1978 decision for a domed, downtown
stadium.
Griffith, Clark. Part owner, executive vice president and treasurer of the Minnesota
Twins.
Kerr, Jon. Grassroots activist and journalist, Twin Cities. Active with Save the Met
organization and Minnesotans Against the Downtown Dome (MADD).
Loscalzo, Julian. Grassroots activist and organizer, Twin Cities. Active with Save the
Met organization and Minnesotans Against the Downtown Dome (MADD).
Mungavan, Tim. Community organizer, Cedar Riverside Project Area Committee,
Minneapolis.
Ogren, Tim. Grassroots activist and community organizer, Cedar Riverside
neighborhood, Minneapolis.
Primoli, Fred. Bar owner, St Paul. Head of Citizens Opposed to the Stadium Tax
(COST), a bar owners protest group.
Rantz, Jim. Assistant minor league director, Minnesota Twins.
Sturdevant, Lori. Reporter, Minneapolis Tribune. Covered Minnesota Legislature
during period of debates on stadium and its financing.

Weiner, Jay. Reporter, Minneapolis Tribune. Later author of Stadium Games: Fifty
Years of Big League Greed and Bush League Boondoggles.
Wright, Frank. Managing Editor, Minneapolis Tribune.

Project narrators: Bicentennial
Name; positions in mid to late 1970s.
Beaudin, Robert. Mayor of Duluth, 1975-79.
Egge, David. Banker, Fertile. Member of Fertile Bicentennial Committee.
France, Al. Appointed Chair, Duluth Bicentennial Commission; also employed with
Lake Superior Industrial Bureau. Former State legislator from Duluth area, 1963-70,
and former Assistant Secretary of Commerce in Washington, D.C.
Larson, Bruce. Business owner, Fertile. Appointed Chair, Fertile Bicentennial
Committee.
Mott, J. Thomas. Law student, St Paul. Worked with Esthetic Environment Programs
(EEP), specifically with dilapidated buildings program.
Oldendorf, Yvette. Appointed Director, Esthetic Environment Programs (EEP).
Olson, Roberta. Owner and publisher, Fertile Journal (weekly newspaper).
Pollari, Lois. Appointed Director, Minnesota American Revolution Bicentennial
Commission (MARBC).
Smith, Sybil. Youth organizer. Worked for MARBC in charge of Youth and Special
Programs.
Vind, Merna and Charles. Merna: homemaker, Fertile. Charles, business owner,
Fertile, and member of Fertile Bicentennial Committee.

TIMELINE – Metrodome debate
1956
Metropolitan Stadium in Bloomington is opened, originally only with minor league
baseball.
1961
The Washington Senators are relocated from the nation’s capitol, and re-named the
Minnesota Twins. Vikings launched as NFL expansion team.
Late 1960s
Minneapolis architect Robert Cerny introduces a concept of a domed football stadium in
downtown Minneapolis.
1972
Downtown stadium advocates develop a proposal for a $49.1 million stadium and
parking ramp. Nearly 1,000 people show up at a public hearing in 1973 to protest.
1973
Minneapolis Mayor Charles Stenvig, DFL, vetoes dome proposal – due, he says, to tax
burden for Minneapolis. But Minneapolis City Council overrides veto, 10-3. The
proposal then goes to the seven-person Board of Estimate and Taxation (which had to
approve the bond sale for the project). Board is ready to approve with the required 5 –
2 majority, but Mayor Stenvig blocks appointment of a 7th member, stalling proposal.
1973
Minneapolis business leader Harvey MacKay recruits 26 people to serve on a
Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce Stadium Task Force. The executive director of the
Task Force is Charles Krusell, who plays a vital role in Task Force success.
1975, 1976
Wrangling in the State legislative sessions, with no conclusive plan. Both professional
franchises claim they may be willing to relocate if no new stadium is built. Location of
any new stadium undecided.
May 1977
A ‘No-Site Bill’ – the idea of Rep. Al Patton (DFL-Sartel) – passes and is signed by
Governor Rudy Perpich, DFL. The bill creates the Metropolitan Sports Facilities
Commission (MSFC), with seven members appointed by the governor, to select the
stadium site and design. A revenue bonding package is developed to finance the
stadium. If revenue streams to support the bonds are not sufficient to retire the bonds,
a two-percent metropolitan area liquor tax would be imposed to generate additional
bond revenues.
The MSFC has several options:


It could spend up to $37.5 million if it chose to build a new football stadium in
Bloomington, and improve Metropolitan Stadium for baseball.




It could spend up to $25 million if it chose to remodel Metropolitan Stadium as a
multi-purpose stadium.
And it could spend no more than $55 million if it decided to build a new domed
stadium anywhere else. In effect, if any other city than Bloomington wanted the
stadium, it would have to provide for a way to get the land at no cost.

May 1977
MSFC members are appointed by Governor Perpich. They are:









Dan Brutger, St Cloud. Commission chair. Owner of a St. Cloud construction
company and numerous other business holdings.
Solveig Premack, Minneapolis. Vice chair of the Capitol Area Architectural
Planning Board.
Richard Radman, St Paul. VP of the Minnesota AFL-CIO and secretary and
business representative of the Saint Paul Building and Construction Trades
Council.
Marion Kennon, Edina. Elementary school teacher at Breck School.
Ron Gornick, Chisholm. Owned a service station and motel. He had also served
on Governor Wendell Anderson's Small Business Task Force.
Josephine Nunn, Champlin. Mayor of Champlin and a member of the
Metropolitan Council's advisory committee on municipalities.
Kelly Gage, Mankato. Lawyer and former state representative from Blue Earth
County.

December 1978
MSFC votes 4 – 3 to build a stadium at a site in Minneapolis. Nunn, Premack, Brutger,
and Gornick cast votes for Minneapolis.
April – May 1979
Final legislative agreements on taxes for financing – hotel and liquor taxes in
Minneapolis. Twins and Vikings sign 30-year leases, and reach agreement on rents,
space usage and revenues from concessions.
December 1979
Construction of the Metrodome starts in downtown Minneapolis.
April 1982
Metrodome opens, on time and under budget.

TIMELINE – Bicentennial planning and activities
Bicentennial: the national context
4 July 1966
Congress establishes the American Revolution Bicentennial Commission (ARBC) as an
independent federal agency, to plan and develop an overall program for
commemorating the Bicentennial of the 1776 American Revolution.
December 1973
Facing charges of corruption and criticism for top-down planning, President Richard
Nixon disbands ARBC and replaces it with the American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration (ARBA), under the direction of Secretary of the Navy (and later U.S.
Senator) John W. Warner of Virginia. Congress approves small levels of federal
funding, and turns over much planning and funding to state and private organizations.
1974-76
ARBA works to coordinate state activities. Director Warner crisscrosses the nation
visiting state and regional Bicentennial organizations and rallying support, but the
Bicentennial remains a controversial event.
April 1975
The American Freedom Train, with more than 500 artifacts from U.S. history, departs
Wilmington, Delaware on a 21-month tour of the forty-eight contiguous states. Millions
will visit the travelling exhibit.
4 July 1976
Nationwide Bicentennial celebrations in communities large and small. Festivities
include fireworks displays in major cities. Those in Washington, D.C. are presided over
by President Gerald Ford and televised nationally.
Minnesota: some key events and dates
June 1972
Governor Wendell R. Anderson issues Executive Order No. 28, establishing the
Minnesota American Revolution Bicentennial Committee (MARBC) and charging it to “to
plan, encourage, develop and coordinate Minnesota's observances and activities
commemorating the historic events and activities associated with the American
evolution.”
MARBC organizes itself into three panels – Heritage ’76, Festivals U.S.A., and Horizons
’76 – that complement the federal Bicentennial themes. Lieutenant Governor Rudy
Perpich is named as Chairperson for MARBC.
During 1972-74, Bicentennial themed projects are proposed, but initially neither state
nor federal monies become available to the expected levels. Interest begins to lag and
many plans are shelved.

March 1973
Duluth becomes Minnesota’s first Bicentennial Community. Before the end of 1976,
thanks to aggressive MARBC efforts, 349 communities will receive official designation.
August 1973
Another Executive Order of Governor Anderson establishes the Esthetic Environment
Programs (EEP); Yvette Oldendorf is named as director. In keeping with the times,
EEP receives a broad mandate for action on removal of dilapidated buildings, junk cars,
and “other manifestations of visual pollution.”
early 1975
Re-organization of MARBC, with Lois Pollari named in February as Executive Director.
MARBC also assumes the administration of EEP, which did not receive further funding
from the legislature. Director Pollari encourages the development of grassroots
programs that place decisions on activities with local community leaders.
1 March 1975
During a speech in Fertile (Polk County), Lt Gov Rudy Perpich, Chairperson of MARBC,
proclaims Fertile and Duluth as Minnesota’s two model Bicentennial communities.
August 1975
American Freedom Train stops in Minneapolis.
1976
Before the end of the year, MARBC approves grants for more than 270 statewide
projects valued at over $10 million. Focus is on activities in the Bicentennial theme
areas, with an “emphasis on projects of lasting significance.”
On 4 July, communities across Minnesota mark the Bicentennial with a broad range of
events including parades, fireworks, and commemorative re-enactments.

Bicentennial interview No. 1
ROBERT BEAUDIN
narrator

THOMAS SAYLOR
interviewer

Interviewee: Robert Beaudin
Interviewer: Thomas Saylor
Date of interview: 15 March 2011
Location: sitting room, Beaudin residence, Hermantown, MN
Transcribed by: Linda Gerber, April 2011
Edited by: Thomas Saylor, April 2011
interview key:
TS = Thomas Saylor
RB = Robert Beaudin
TS: Today is 15 March 2011. This is an interview for Documenting Minnesota: The
1970s Oral History Project. My name is Thomas Saylor. Today I’m speaking with Mr.
Bob Beaudin here at his residence in Hermantown, Minnesota. It’s a mixed day
weather-wise, but thanks very much for finding time today, Bob, to talk with us. I
appreciate it.
RB: You’re welcome.
TS: We want to talk about the 1970s. If we think back to Duluth emerging from…the
60s was a tough decade many places nationwide, whether it was anti-war protests or
political divisions. How do you recall life in Duluth during the early years of the 1970s?
You’re thirty-some years old. What’s going on with the economy or neighborhoods of
Duluth?
RB: Duluth was like the rest of the country I think. We were going through a recession
and it was slow, but I think the city was pretty much on its own and doing what it was
supposed to do. The people that were involved in stuff were always the same people
over and over. Like most communities.
TS: The economy of the region….back in the 40s, during the war for example, this was
a booming place with ship building and the iron ore mining. How was the economy here
in the 1970s?
RB: It was slow and it was…there wasn’t any ship building and there wasn’t…that stuff
had all gone away, and the stuff that was going on had been going for some time and
was an offshoot of mining on the [Iron] Range. Outside of that it was pretty normal I
think for most communities.
TS: How did you get involved in politics?
RB: I don’t know. (chuckles) I got upset with the way things were being run, and finally
decided I could probably do better and ran for office and got elected. That’s how it
happened.
TS: Are you a Democrat or a Republican?
RB: Democrat.
TS: You were elected in November 1974.
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RB: That’s right.
TS: What would you attribute your victory to? Why did the Democrat Bob Beaudin win
that election?
RB: I think people were tired of getting conversation, and not much happening.
TS: Did you have an agenda when you came into office, things that you really hoped to
accomplish?
RB: Yes. I was hoping to get the city moving again. The economy had kind of
stagnated and like that. My whole deal was to get the city moving again.
TS: What kind of conversations or meetings did you have with the previous mayor, Ben
Boo, about looking at the programs that that administration was doing, deciding what
you were going to keep or put aside or bring in?
RB: I didn’t meet with him.
TS: At all?
RB: No.
TS: Should we read into that that you were politically not….enemies should we say or
not….
RB: I always…I knew him pretty well and I was on the City Council before I was mayor.
He was the mayor when I was on the City Council and he was one of the world’s great
BSers. He talked a good game but didn’t do much, and that’s why I got involved in the
first place, why I ran for mayor.
TS: I see. Okay. What do you remember about Duluth’s Bicentennial Committee? By
the time you became mayor, Mayor Ben Boo and the City Council had already signed
off on Duluth’s application to be Minnesota’s first official bicentennial community.
RB: Yes. But Boo didn’t stay around for very long after that.
TS: He was out within a year.
RB: Yes.
TS: I was looking over the application form. The application was signed on December
17, 1973 and it’s got the mayor’s signature, etc., on this application. Included with the
application was a multi-page document here with all kinds of plans of what Duluth
hoped to accomplish. We have festivals: (reads from document) ‘Festival of Education,
Festival of Flowers, Festival of Foods, Festival of Industry. Duluth was going to build a
new terminal building for Duluth International Airport. Duluth was going to build the
arena-auditorium annex, a 50,000 square foot addition to the arena’, and on and on it
goes.
RB: Yes.
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TS: Mr. Mayor, these are ambitious plans. Did they happen?
RB: Yes, they did. The addition to the arena-auditorium [called Pioneer Hall, added
1976] was a big project for Duluth, and became kind of a keystone to the city and now
it’s the big facility on the waterfront, the DECC, the Duluth Entertainment Convention
Center.
TS: Right. So how proud are you of the fact that you got that realized?
RB: I like that. I was always a builder. I wanted to get things done and not just talk
about it, and that’s what that was.
TS: How about some of these other things that we mentioned there? What about the air
terminal, a new terminal building for the Duluth International Airport?
RB: That happened too.
TS: When did that happen? During the time you were mayor?
RB: Yes. [A new Terminal Building and U.S. Customs, International Arrivals Building,
were completed in 1974.]
TS: You have a performing arts building here. Downtown development. What about
downtown? How did you decide what to do with downtown Duluth? Some challenges
there.
RB: There was a committee of people that wanted to get it done. They just needed
some direction. That’s what my job was.
TS: To give them direction.
RB: Yes.
TS: Think about the Bicentennial Committee here. The city of Duluth, the Bicentennial
Commission organizational chart lists Al France as the general chairman.
RB: Yes.
TS: What do you remember about Al France?
RB: He is a good guy. He was a good friend of Boo, the former mayor.
TS: He was appointed by Boo.
RB: Yes. But I could work with anybody.
TS: How often did you actually meet with like Al France and talk about things
specifically related to the Bicentennial?
RB: I don’t know. Quite often.
TS: So you had regular conversations with him.
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RB: Yes.
TS: There was an executive committee here, too. I see director Gene Gruba is on here.
What do you remember about Gene Gruba for example?
RB: He worked for me.
TS: He was your appointee.
RB: Yes. And he was a very good guy. He worked for me for years.
TS: What was his job? How did you want him to work with this Bicentennial effort?
What did you task him to do?
RB: I wanted him to keep it going. Everything like that needs somebody to push it, to
keep it moving. Otherwise it stagnates and that’s the end of that.
TS: Right. If things aren’t kept in motion, you mean.
RB: Yes.
TS: Was Gruba more the man for that than Al France?
RB: Yes.
TS: What was France’s job?
RB: France was…he was always the front man. Gruba was the guy…he worked for me
as mayor, and he was very good about taking care of stuff and making sure it got done.
TS: So France was in a sense the face of this?
RB: Right.
TS: Because when we looked at the old newspaper archives we saw him. We saw his
picture a lot. Al France.
RB: Yes. He was the front man. (chuckles)
TS: All right. How about people like Tom Vecchi?
RB: Vecchi was an architect here, and he was always involved in the community. I
think he got appointed by Boo initially. But he got to be a good friend of mine. I worked
with all those people. I didn’t make a wholesale change in anything.
TS: The same names, yes. We see the same names from when Boo was mayor and
when you were mayor. We don’t see a lot of change of personnel in this.
RB: Right. No.
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TS: Vecchi was also on the state Bicentennial Committee, so he served in both the local
and the state. Did that make him more valuable as far as having this connection to the
state?
RB: Yes. He was valuable and he liked doing that kind of stuff. He was very good at it.
TS: Working with people you mean?
RB: Yes.
TS: Yes. His name shows up with a lot of committee meetings and hearings, etc. How
important was someone like Shirley Swain to this effort?
RB: She was an appointee of Boo and kind of…she got shuffled off to the side after I
got into office.
TS: Okay. Because we see her early on in the archive records but then not so much.
RB: Yes.
TS: So you as mayor have a lot of things that you’re concerned with. The Bicentennial
is obviously only one of those.
RB: Right.
TS: Do you feel that this was….how would you rank the Bicentennial as far as the
priorities that you had as mayor? Is this near the top or is this not so much?
RB: Not so much. It was a thing we wanted to do, and we wanted to do it all but we
didn’t…it wasn’t exceptional. Finding priorities for it and stuff like that.
TS: Was that a matter of finances? I mean, a lot of the stuff that we went over in that
application, these plans, that’s a lot of money involved there too.
RB: Yes. Yes. I don’t know a lot about that, the plans that Boo had made. I didn’t
follow that. I wasn’t part of it. We did stuff but we didn’t…it wasn’t crazy about doing it
just the way Boo wanted it.
TS: So in a sense, because this was his creation, it was important for you to recreate
this to make it your own?
RB: Right. Right.
TS: So some of the things you were happy to keep and others…
RB: Not so happy.
TS: Not so happy. Okay. What kind of relationship did you have to Lieutenant
Governor Rudy Perpich?
RB: Good.
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TS: Did you know Perpich before you became mayor?
RB: Yes.
TS: How did you know him?
RB: Politics. Up here in northern Minnesota everybody knows everybody.
TS: So Duluth politics, Range politics, you would have known each other.
RB: Right.
TS: You knew him and he knew you.
RB: Right.
TS: How did your relationship to Perpich help the Duluth Bicentennial effort when it
came to maybe money or publicity?
RB: I think it helped. Money-wise it helped. We got some money from the state. That
was through Perpich. That didn’t just happen.
TS: Of course. So that relationship that you had with him was a part of that.
RB: Right. Right.
TS: Other people, the director of the Minnesota American Revolution Bicentennial
Committee, big name that was Lois Pollari. Now as the main person 1975 and ’76
when you were the mayor, she was in charge of that. Did you have any
communications or contact with her?
RB: No.
TS: Yvette Oldendorf who was with Aesthetic Environment Programs?
RB: No.
TS: We’ve already talked about Shirley Swain. You mentioned that she was not so
important to your plans.
RB: Right.
TS: But people like Tom Vecchi…
RB: Were.
TS: They were. And Gruba as well, who you appointed.
RB: Right.
TS: What happened to Gruba after…is he still around Duluth?
RB: No. He died.
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TS: Tom Vecchi’s still around.
RB: Right.
TS: And Al France is too.
RB: Right.
TS: We had a relatively new congressman at the time in the area, James Oberstar.
RB: Right.
TS: He was first sent to congress about that time. What kind of relationship did you
have with the congressman?
RB: Very good.
TS: So again, he’s a guy from up here, right?
RB: Right. He’s from the Iron Range.
TS: How was that relationship beneficial to you here in Duluth, knowing him?
RB: It was very good. He helped us a lot. He helped us with funding and he helped us
with all kinds of stuff.
TS: Even as a young whippersnapper in those days.
RB: Yes. He was a young whippersnapper too.
TS: He was. I think he was only elected first in 1974, so about the same time you were
elected.
RB: Yes.
TS: That’s right. When you think of your time as mayor, what are you most proud of?
RB: All kinds of stuff we did. We built stuff. We got stuff moving. Stuff that I was most
happy with. I always…when people would ask me, I always told them that I was a
builder. I wanted to get things done. That was one of the things that happened, that
helped get things going and in place. That came from that time period.
TS: Did you make the decision in 1978 to run for reelection?
RB: I can’t remember.
TS: You served only one term, right?
RB: Yes.
TS: Was that your choice or did you….
RB: No. No.
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TS: You did not run for reelection?
RB: No.
TS: Why not?
RB: I can’t remember now.
TS: A long time ago.
RB: Yes.
TS: What line of work were you in after being mayor? What did you do?
RB: I worked for the university.
TS: UMD?
RB: Yes.
TS: What did you do?
RB: I did some teaching for when I was mayor and a lot of that stuff. They were running
classes for that kind of thing and I did some teaching. I liked it.
TS: Did you like it?
RB: Yes, I did.
TS: That’s a nice school up there. Nice campus. Thinking about 1976…Duluth
celebrates heritage…one of the things that came out of 1976 was the Spirit of ’76
Festival of the Arts at Spirit Mountain. Now Spirit Mountain dates back to the 1970s.
How were you involved with getting Spirit Mountain launched, getting Spirit Mountain off
the ground?
RB: I was involved in it. We were trying to get it built.
TS: Was it a struggle to get it built?
RB: Yes. It was a struggle. Everything is a struggle in Duluth.
TS: What do you mean by that, Mr. Beaudin?
RB: It’s a struggle. You’ve got…the people are very opinionated. Half of them want to
do it and half of them don’t. Your deal is to get them moving in the same direction so
you can get the thing done.
TS: Would you say that Duluth is more political in that respect than other locations
around Minnesota?
RB: I think so. I haven’t lived anywhere else, so I really don’t know but I would guess
that it is.
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(looking together at newspaper photographs)
TS: We have pictures of Tom Vecchi and Al France show up all over the place talking
about what’s going to go on. There’s Shirley Swain again. There’s Al France again.
The Duluth Herald reported on June 4, 1975…you were the mayor…that ‘the
Bicentennial plans of the city win praise. The Bicentennial Commission in Chicago,
gentleman Delbert Black, cited the renovation of the old Union Depot into the St. Louis
County Heritage and Arts Center and the adjacent Lake Superior Museum of
Transportation and Industry as an outstanding example of the Bicentennial spirit’.
That’s a reflection on you it sounds like.
RB: Yes.
TS: So you have two things you can be proud of it looks like, the Union Depot and the
Museum of Transportation.
RB: Right.
TS: What do you remember about that, about the Depot which is…there’s a picture of
it…still there today.
RB: It’s still there.
TS: Yes. How do you feel about that?
RB: I like it. It was a big deal at the time. People were…it was a real touch and go thing
of whether to tear it down or rebuild it and use it. Little things like…putting the roofline
was a big thing.
TS: Was the Depot building in bad shape before this?
RB: It was.
TS: Because rail service had kind of slowed down or stopped, right?
RB: It had stopped. There were two big depots in Duluth, and one of them was Sioux
Line and this one was the Northwestern Rail. This building was in pretty bad shape. It
was remodeled and became a center for other groups, community groups. They all
moved in there.
TS: Were you there when it opened?
RB: Yes.
TS: What do you remember about that?
RB: I don’t remember. It was…I get involved in that stuff and get the funding and get it
going and once it was going I was done with it. I didn’t have anything to do with it after
that.
TS: So you moved your efforts or your energies to getting something else going.
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RB: Right.
TS: But you feel a sense of pride that this actually happened.
RB: Yes. Right. And it’s still there.
TS: It’s still there. You mentioned getting people on board with something like this was
difficult?
RB: Yes. It always was.
TS: It seems like a good thing. It seems like a use of an historic structure and good for
the community and yet people still had to be convinced.
RB: Yes, it was. Yes. It was a good thing and it’s an immense building.
TS: Yes, it is. And different community organizations like you said were able to also use
it.
RB: Yes. They moved in and that’s how we made it go by getting those other
organizations in there at the same time.
TS: They must have felt good about that as well, the different organizations.
RB: Yes, they did.
TS: During 1976…and we found a list of events that went on…the Bicentennial
Calendar of Events in Duluth…and it seems like there was something going on every
month.
RB: Yes.
TS: Looking just over the summer of ’76 when the Bicentennial events come to a peak
there, (reads from document) there was the Denfield High School All-Class Reunion.
There was the first annual Duluth Marathon. From your time. There were
neighborhood outings on July 4th. July 4th, that was the actual Bicentennial day. As the
mayor, do you remember how you spent the day of the 200th anniversary? I can
imagine as mayor perhaps you made a number of handshaking appearances at ice
cream socials or….
RB: Yes. Absolutely. And fireworks, up on top of the hill.
TS: Weren’t there tall ships that visited Duluth as well that year?
RB: Yes. There were I think seven or eight tall ships that came in that year.
TS: Getting something like that organized, that’s a pretty big deal too.
RB: Yes.
TS: Do you remember the tall ships coming?
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RB: Yes, I do. I remember they were here. Drew tremendous crowds. Then they were
parked all in front of the arena down there along the waterfront. It drew tremendous
crowds from all over. People from the Dakotas and all down….they got to get on board
and look at them. It was really a hands-on thing for people.
TS: Did you go on one as well?
RB: Oh, yes. Sure.
TS: What did you think of that?
RB: I liked it. I always liked that kind of stuff. People got involved in it. With that kind of
stuff you get people involved.
TS: That’s right. Having lots of people come to see your city during the bicentennial,
that’s good advertising for Duluth too.
RB: Right, right. And you get people lined up. I remember looking from my office up on
Third Street in Duluth, downtown, and you could look down at the people lining up to go
see the tall ships that were parked in front of the arena and I remember one day it was
just horrendous rain and people were all lined up of course, four or five wide, going in to
see the ships. I thought, God, they’d get out of there but they didn’t leave. Nobody left.
They stood in line, and it was a tremendous downpour. Everybody I’m sure got soaking
wet, but they all stayed there and went through the ships and had a great time. So it
was amazing.
TS: That’s a very good memory.
RB: Yes.
TS: Spirit Mountain is also still around, right?
RB: Right.
TS: What exactly was the plan? What did you hope to bring to Spirit Mountain?
RB: I just hoped to make it successful.
TS: Because there were already some plans there for what was going to happen.
RB: Right. And people were saying that this thing will never work. So my deal was to
make it work.
TS: How did you make that happen?
RB: Get the right people working on it. They did. Al France was involved in that as
well.
TS: It sounds like one of your main strengths as a leadership person was finding the
right people to put in charge of things.
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RB: That’s right. If they needed help they knew they could call on me, and I would help
them.
TS: You wouldn’t call yourself a micromanager though.
RB: No. No, I let them go. They were pretty much on their own.
TS: Good people can do good work.
RB: Yes. Right. And they feel like they’re contributing that way.
TS: That’s what good leaders do, quite frankly. We have the brochure here from the
opening of Spirit Mountain in September of 1976. A week-long series of events. There
was an opening ceremony it says, on Saturday, September 18, with bands, balloons, a
celebrity, some celebrities, and a flyover including the Fort Snelling Fife and Drum
Corps. So Spirit Mountain had events, arts and crafts, music, dance, poetry, a whole
lineup of things. Why is something like that important for Duluth and the cultural life in
Duluth?
RB: There wasn’t anything like that before Spirit Mountain came along. [Enabling
legislation creating Spirit Mountain Recreation Area came in 1973; construction
followed] You had this big building up there that was built with this huge deck. I
remember people being lined up out there, standing around listening to music and
speeches and stuff all along that area. That was amazing.
TS: Yes. That’s a good thing too. So another success.
RB: Yes.
TS: One thing we noticed in looking through the events of 1976 is a lot of ethnic
heritage or ethnic festivals in Duluth. It seems like Duluth is a city of lots of different
ethnic groups.
RB: It is.
TS: Finnish and Swedish and Danish and Serbian, etc., and Norwegians. Was Duluth
at that time a city of ethnic neighborhoods?
RB: No. Never. Duluth was never that way. But each one of those groups had…there
was a heritage that they kept alive. They were very much involved that way but they
didn’t separate or do stuff opposed. It was kind of a contest between different groups to
put together a better deal than the one before it.
TS: So a positive competition in a sense.
RB: Right. Right. It was positive. And you learned. The object was that people would
learn where these people came from and what they did. That was the object. And it
was very…it was well done.
TS: You had a number of these. It looks like you put good people in charge of insuring
things actually happened.
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RB: Yes.
TS: You’ve got the Voyageur Expedition, which came here as well.
RB: Right.
TS: Do you remember that one?
RB: Yes. There was….actually that’s another one of those deals where the people
wanted to get to be part of what was going on so they put together their group to do this
and they canoed all the way around the lake.
TS: Yes, that’s right, which is quite a feat.
RB: Oh, yes. It’s a huge feat. Those people wanted to be part of the Bicentennial and
that’s how they did it and they were welcomed and encouraged to do so and they did.
TS: 1976 comes an end. I mean the Bicentennial year ends. The state funding and
federal funding for programs comes to an end and so in 1977 this is all in a sense…the
biggest part of this is behind us and we’re moving forward as communities. For you, all
the things we talked about here, what was the most, for you personally, what was the
most memorable part of the Bicentennial for the city of Duluth?
RB: The tall ships. The tall ships came here, and just drew tremendous crowds. I mean
you can’t believe how many people went to see them.
TS: Were you surprised even by the turnout?
RB: Oh, yes. Not only that but I remember they had…all these people were here and
they were lined up to get onto the ships to see them and it started raining. I mean it was
just a huge downpour and people stayed right in line and waited until they could get on
board. It was amazing. I was watching from my office and I couldn’t believe it.
TS: When you think about the people who were involved with the Bicentennial
Committee here….you had France and Gruba…what happened to France and Gruba,
Al France and Gene Gruba, after the Bicentennial, after ’76?
RB: Gruba worked for me. He was in my office. But he…Gruba was very active, and Al
France also. Duluth is a small community really. You get to know all these people and
you work with them and you get to know who can do things and will do things and who
won’t and like that. So the people you appoint…you appoint people that will do the job.
Get it done. Al France was one of those and Gruba was one of those. Gruba worked
for me. Worked out of the mayor’s office. So he was good.
TS: Where was the mayor’s office? Where was your office?
RB: In the City Hall. Fourth Avenue West and First Street.
TS: Who else worked for you? Who was on your staff that was important to you?
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RB: Gruba was very important. He started out…I didn’t think he would be anything, but
he…the more he got involved and did stuff, the more I depended on him. So he…I hate
to use the word ingratiated….but he did ingratiate himself. But he was very, very good,
and he would do stuff and get it done. If he didn’t he knew I would complain like a
banshee.
TS: How did you stay involved in the community and in politics after your time as mayor,
because you were not even forty years old when your term as mayor ended, right?
RB: Right.
TS: How did you stay involved in the community?
RB: I always did. Before I became mayor I was on the city council, so I knew that part
of it and knew all those people and kept involved.
TS: You weren’t on the city council again after being mayor.
RB: No.
TS: Only one term as mayor.
RB: Yes.
TS: Did you have any other political office that you held after being there?
RB: No.
TS: So no more elections.
RB: No.
TS: As you mentioned, these people that you worked with, because of the size of
Duluth, you run into people over and over again.
RB: Right.
TS: So someone like Tom Vecchi that you….you ran into Vecchi again.
RB: Right. I knew Tom Vecchi for years and years, and still know him.
TS: In your opinion, you talked about a number of positives here during the
Bicentennial, but what were some of the longer term effects of these programs?
RB: We’ve got the Depot, we’ve got Spirit Mountain, you’ve got some lasting heritage
actually. The Depot was remodeled and refinished and got to be a center for the city.
Spirit Mountain of course also got to be a center for the city. But they both contributed
in their different ways.
TS: I wanted to ask you too about Interstate 35. Interstate 35, when we look at Duluth,
seems to be always being talked about or worked on or some kind of revision is being
14

thought about. Did you come into contact with Interstate 35 or plans for it when you
were mayor?
RB: Yes.
TS: What can you say about that?
RB: My whole deal was to get stuff done. Get it built and get going.
TS: Was Interstate 35…because it led to a lot of remodeling or renovation…remodeling
certainly in downtown Duluth. Some would say it gutted Duluth. Did it gut Duluth, in
your opinion, or was it a positive renovation?
RB: It was positive. It didn’t gut the city, but it was a positive renovation. The way the
thing was designed to come into the downtown area was very forward looking. If you
wanted to be part of it you got on board. A lot of the stuff that happened was brought
about because of that.
TS: That was federal money for the Interstate Project, right?
RB: Right.
TS: As mayor, what could you do as far as the planning goes with how that might
impact your city?
RB: It was a big deal. When you do that kind of stuff you get involved with other people,
like Oberstar was the congressman. He and I worked very closely. You get that kind of
thing going on at the same time.
TS: So for you, seeing Interstate 35…the Interstate 35 Project was a positive for the city
of Duluth.
RB: Yes.
TS: Is it still a positive for Duluth to have Interstate 35?
RB: It is. It is. Initially people didn’t want it. Once it got hammered through and they
started using it, then they changed their minds and they liked it.
TS: What were some of the objections people had to the Interstate 35 Project?
RB: They were afraid that the thing would go into the neighborhoods and raise hell with
the neighborhoods.
TS: If we look at a map, are they right?
RB: In part. I think some of the areas the freeway going through did change them, but
the way it was designed and the way it was put together, Duluth is….doesn’t do
anything quick. When you put together a group of people to work on it, they work on it
until they can….and the criteria is you’ve gotta set them up so they gotta get something
done. They can’t just sit there and do nothing or make their own deal.
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TS: They deliberated, you might say?
RB: Yes. But they...like they’d get onto a committee like that. Then I’d charge them
that they had to do this. Then they worked toward doing that. There wasn’t…I think the
first time I did that they were all flummoxing around. They didn’t know what the hell they
were doing. It wasn’t until I told them that this is what you gotta do. At the end this is
what you gotta have. After that, then it got to be a very good process.
TS: It sounds like your personal style was different than the previous mayor?
RB: Yes, it was. It was considerably different. I got much more involved with it. With
the actual process.
TS: Speaking of the process, downtown development or redevelopment in Duluth has
been a challenge here for a long time.
RB: Yes.
TS: During the time you were mayor, 1974 you were elected until 1978, were there
challenges as far as downtown Duluth development?
RB: Yes. There always were challenges about what was going to be done and when,
and it wasn’t until people started seeing stuff happening that they got interested. Before
that they were just spinning their wheels as far as that was concerned.
TS: What challenges do you remember about redeveloping downtown Duluth because it
looks a lot different now than it did in the ‘60s?
RB: Right.
TS: So when you looked at downtown Duluth, what were the challenges that you said
this has gotta be dealt with?
RB: First of all, they built the DECC down on the waterfront and then that had to be
connected to the city. So you had a whole series of bridges and stuff that was built to
carry people to and from and move traffic around the DECC.
TS: Is that a suggestion maybe that the Duluth Entertainment and Convention Center
was built the wrong place?
RB: No. I don’t think so.
TS: Is that the right place for it?
RB: I think so. It’s kind of the centerpiece for the city. I think building it there was very
advantageous for it, and for the community.
TS: The main streets in Duluth, Michigan and Superior are a couple of the main streets?
RB: Yes.
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TS: What did those streets look like when you were mayor?
RB: Michigan looked pretty much like it does today. Superior Street changed because it
was connected to the…bridges were built to carry people down to the DECC and like
that. So that changed traffic patterns considerably, the way people moved around the
city. I think that was a good thing.
TS: Because when we look at downtown Duluth now, it’s a place that people go to.
RB: Right.
TS: And that was not the case in the 1960s?
RB: No. And there was a lot of development that occurred because of that, those
improvements that happened down there.
TS: What kind of development would you point to as examples?
RB: That whole area from the bridge up to downtown was all redeveloped into
restaurants and stuff like that, that it wasn’t before. I think people started seeing
possibilities. When they saw that, then they’d get stuff going.
TS: It sounds like there were some things accomplished in the bicentennial years
anyway. The Depot or Spirit Mountain, but also it sounds like a sense of possibility and
a sense of energy that other things could happen.
RB: Right. That’s true. It grew and grew until it happened. But people were interested
in seeing it happen and once they saw that it could happen, then they got really
involved. That was the big thing I think that happened when I was there.
TS: Do you sometimes wish you had had a chance for another term as mayor?
RB: I suppose. But my deal was to get stuff going. I pretty much did what I wanted to
do in the four years I was there.
TS: So you were happy to move on after that?
RB: Yes, I was. I’ll tell you how it changed, is that when I started with this nobody was
interested in being mayor. Then when we started getting stuff going, then of course
everybody was interested in being mayor.
TS: So in a sense there’s the raising of the profile of being mayor.
RB: Right. And it happened.
TS: Who was the mayor after you?
RB: A fellow named John Fedo [DFL, mayor 1979 – 1992]. Democrat. He served three
terms I think.
TS: Is this pretty much a Democrat city?
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RB: Yes. Yes, it is.
TS: This is slightly off topic, but related to regional politics. How do we explain the fact
that Rep James Oberstar was defeated in the 2010 congressional elections by a Chip
Cravaack?
RB: I don’t know. I can’t explain it. If I could I would. I think Chip Cravaack is one of
those anomalies that happen occasionally. I just don’t think he added anything. I don’t
think he…I still don’t think he adds anything. The guy who did all the stuff was
Oberstar.
TS: He was in office eighteen terms, thirty-six years.
RB: Yes.
TS: A long time. To conclude, if we think about the Bicentennial, and there were a lot of
events, on balance what I’ve heard from you is more positive than negative.
RB: Right.
TS: More things achieved than not achieved.
RB: I would agree.
TS: And things that were proposed in the city left Duluth a better place after than before.
RB: A better place. Yes.
TS: And some of these things are still around today.
RB: Some of them keep going. The tall ships came here during the bicentennial for the
first time and they come every year now. And that’s a big thing. People come from all
over the state to see those tall ships. The marathon too.
TS: Right. It’s now called Grandma’s Marathon, but it’s been around since the
Bicentennial year.
RB: Right.
TS: It must make you feel pretty good as the person who was the mayor during that
time.
RB: Yes, it does. I liked that part. I’ve always been a builder. I wanted to get things
going, and those were two of the things that we got going and are still going.
TS: That’s right. Look at the proposals. When the paper talked about the proposals
there was all sorts of things. You said the Duluth International Airport , you were able to
get something going there too?
RB: Right.
TS: What happened with the airport?
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RB: They got a new terminal.
TS: Was that on the boards before you became mayor or is that something that you got
going?
RB: I think it was [on the boards].
TS: So the Duluth terminal as well. Duluth also was calling for, in its proposed projects,
and this is from the Duluth Herald of April 15, 1974: ‘a Duluth public library system
regional library’. Whatever happened to that? Did you get a library built?
RB: Yes. [It opened in 1980]
TS: Fantastic. And they were hoping to have an Olympic-sized public swimming pool at
Spirit Mountain.
RB: I don’t think that ever happened.
TS: Okay. So there were some things….but there aren’t very many you’ve talked about
here. Most of things actually got carried out.
RB: Yes. I remember that though. I remember trying to put that together and it just
didn’t work.
TS: It’s a pretty big undertaking, an Olympic-size swimming pool.
RB: Yes, but it was…it should have happened. It was a good place for it to happen.
But it…couldn’t get it together.
TS: Was it a money thing? Was that a finances thing or was there more going on
there?
RB: It was financing but it was also…people wanted to see other things happen first.
TS: As always there’s a priority list for monies.
RB: Right. Right.
TS: Who owns Spirit Mountain?
RB: The city.
TS: The city of Duluth owns it?
RB: Yes.
TS: Now the DECC is city owned as well?
RB: Yes.
TS: Also city owned, although post-bicentennial, the Aquarium that’s down there, that
opened in 2000.
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RB: Yes.
TS: That’s city owned? That’s been kind of a white elephant, hasn’t it?
RB: Yes, it has been. Although it’s going pretty good now.
TS: It was saved from bankruptcy I think, wasn’t it a couple years ago?
RB: Right.
TS: You used to be a politician. Is that the wrong facility or the wrong location, or what’s
the deal with that?
RB: It was the wrong people running it.
TS: The Aquarium?
RB: Yes. Now the guy who runs it is a guy who was connected with the city and we got
him up there. He’s been doing great.
TS: So there’s a future for the Aquarium.
RB: Yes.
TS: It’s a nice facility.
RB: It is.
TS: It seemed to be from the very beginning when it opened I remember just…it
seemed like it had negative headlines almost from the beginning.
RB: Yes, it did but Jack LaVoy is the director up there now, and he’s the guy who turned
it around.
TS: The last question I have for you: if you look ahead twenty years into the future,
2031, what’s Duluth going to be like as a place to live?
RB: I don’t know. It should be a good place to live. It always has been a good place to
live. But the thing that will change about it I think is that there’s much more opportunity
now than there was when I came along.
TS: In the ‘70s.
RB: Yes.
TS: Was that a low point for the city, the ‘70s?
RB: Yes. Yes. I think there’s much more opportunity and much more involvement by the
community in the projects that the city is trying to do and like that and that’s helped
considerably.
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TS: So you see people in the city, the citizens, concerned and interested about their
own environment.
RB: Right.
TS: Wasn’t there a question just last year about possibly closing one of the Duluth high
schools?
RB: Right.
TS: Whatever happened with that? Because it was a big discussion as I recall.
RB: It didn’t happen. (chuckles)
TS: Is that how things go around here? It seems like a lot of people were talking about
it.
RB: Yes. It’s a very difficult thing to change. I wouldn’t get involved in stuff like that.
TS: Why not?
RB: It’s a no win deal. People take sides.
TS: The discussion in the local news and the local papers was very partisan about the
high school.
RB: Yes.
TS: So it’s a no decision right now.
RB: No. Hasn’t happened.
TS: But the one argument said that the money was…that Duluth can’t afford that
anymore. Is that right?
RB: Can’t afford what?
TS: Keeping the high school open because of the number of students.
RB: I think what they did is they changed the …they didn’t keep it all going. At the time
they had three high schools and they didn’t need three high schools. So what they did
is they created a middle school with one of them and dropped one out so they had two
high schools.
TS: Which is really, for the number of students, what the city needs?
RB: Yes. Right. That’s all it needs. They’re big buildings.
TS: They’re older facilities, right?
RB: Right.
TS: From when Duluth had more school age kids.
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RB: Right.
TS: That’s the last question I had. I’ve been very impressed with what you’ve
remembered and what you can talk about so on the record I’ll thank you very much for
your time today.
RB: You’re welcome.

END OF INTERVIEW
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