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Path to the Draft

Concordia’s Zach Moore Continues to pursue his NFL Dream
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Moore running the 40-yard dash on field of Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis

This year, hundreds of collegiate athletes declared for the
79th annual National Football League Draft, and while many are try-
ing to achieve their NFL dream, only 224 players will be drafted this
year. In the 79 years of the draft, no Concordia University player
has ever been drafted by a professional team, but former Con-
cordia Golden Bears defensive end Zachary Moore has the pos-
sibility to make history and be drafted by an NFL franchise. After
becoming the school’s all-time sack leader by the end of the sea-
son, the senior began his journey to become a professional athlete.

One of the first chances Moore got was getting the honor of
a spot on the Senior Bowl roster in late January; however, he was
unable to compete due to an injury. “I had a minor ankle tweak
prior to the event doing position drills,” said Moore. “My agent and |
considered it to be in my best interest if | continue my training in
Arizona for the NFL Combine.” So while he was unable to com-
pete in the Senior Bowl, he saved his strength for the combine in
Indianapolis, which took place February 19-25. Moore performed
well, catching the eye of some teams. All the while, Moore was
enjoying his time at the combine. “My experience at the combine
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was like no other. It’'s a once in ‘a lifetime experience that | was
fortunate to be a part of. It was a great event to attend, espe-
cially since 1 was first in school history to be invited. | know | per-
formed beyond what coaches and scouts thought | was going to do. |
was able to post some pretty good numbers for a man my size and
did great in the position drills and got great feedback and was told |
didn’t have to test over in any drill and that’s always a good thing.”

What Moore enjoyed the most was meeting all the athletes and coach-
es. “I’ve met a lot of differentplayers and coaches/personnel. | was around
all of the top prospects people see on TV from the big schools, players like
Jadeveon Clowney, Michael Sam, Sammy Watkins, and Joh ny Manziel. Also
NFL coaches like Ron Rivera (Carolina Panthers), Mike Smith (Atlanta
Falcons), and Rex Ryan (New York Jets). It’s euphoric to be around
those coaches that you see on NFL Sundays, waiched since | was much
younger, and hear about.” He also got to meet coaches who may end up
coaching him come training camp, “I have spoken to various NFL
teams and a good majority of them have expressed interest in draft-
ing me. That stemmed from me doing great in my private workouts.
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Dear Concordia faculty, staff, students, and community members,
in just over a week, | will wake up, make some

m coffee, eat some Cheerios, shower, finish a little bit
of work in the tech shop, play in band concert, and
meet my family for dinner. It sounds like a fairly mun-
dane day, but before the day is finished, | will have
also graduated college, a dradtic change of pace.
I have struggled immensely in deciding how | wanted to
approach my final editor’s letter. | obviously can’t fin-
ish the year without acknowledging the transition (al-
though one of my friend’s suggested | just write the
letter about him to confuse everyone), yet | loathe cli-
ché. So what can | say that hasn’t already been said?
When | came to Concordia in the fall of 2009, | nev-
er anticipated where the next five years would take me
(nor did imagine that it would turn into five years).
Looking back on it now, | am fascinated by the things
that are only visible in hindsight. | think about alf of
the people that | knew for brief periods of time—peo-
ple that meant so much to me and this campus—that
have seemed to vanish. | have one friend in particular who | played with in a band, spent
countless hours playing Left 4 Dead, and drove to the emergency room when he needed
it; he now lives in North Dakota, and | haven’t talked to or seen him in over a year.
| think that’s the ultimate takeaway from a college career. Sure, the knowledge from

your classes might stick, and the greatest hope is that they will influence a future ca-
reer. But the relationships that we have all made have influenced us all in ways that we
can’t truly imagine, even if they are only a small blip in the course of our entire lives.
Truly, although | embrace the change ahout to happen in my life, | am terrified of losing the built-

in support system of a college community. There is perhaps no other time in life that an ecosystem of
this nature happens, where a group of such similar, yet strikingly different, people gather with such ease.
Still, life continues. | will wake up on the Saturday morning after graduation, and

I won’t feel any different. | know that there are people in the world that | will befriend

that | haven’t even met yet. | look forward to that day, but | so appreciate the op-
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portunity that | have in this moment to reflect on the marvelous years | have had here.
Cheers to you, Concordia,
Jay Weiler

Editor-in—Chief
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